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Literary History and Bibliography Spring 2003 
Stephen Swords 
Coleman 3020/ 581-6984/367-6253/cfssl@eiu.etlu 
Office Hours: 10:30-12:00 T/R, and by appt. 
This class is intended to serve as a capstone course for you work as an English 
major. I look at it as an opportunity for everyone to review and reflect on the literature 
we study in this program, the effect of that study as you've experienced it, and the 
direction you think you might go with your interest and love ofliterary study. As a 
group, we'll read and discuss together a wide range of works drawn from each period of 
English literary history, with the aim to reach some general understandings of the 
representative features of this history overall, and to see what these suggest about the 
study ofliterature for us now. There's no wa~at we can: read everything truly 
necessary for this, so it's critical that people draw on what they've learned in other 
classes or in their own reading and bring that into class discussion whenever relevant. 
Everyone already knows a lot, and this class is good occasion to bring that knowledge to 
bear. 
The major written work for this course follows from this. Each of you will put 
together through the course of the semester what's most easily called the '<personal 
Bibliography Project," intended to be a comprehensive view of you work here at Eastern 
and your experience as a reader. The first part of the project, ''the List," is a thoroughly 
developed list of what you have read as an English major, both in class and on your own, 
specific titles, along with the author's name, birth and death dates, and date of publication 
for each entry; this list needs to be as comprehensive as possible, as well as organized 
according to some rational scheme, and will add up, I can promise you, to quite a few 
pages. It will also take some time to put together, going through anthologies, old course 
materials, reference works, and the library's catalog; it's perfectly all right with me if 
people work together on the data collection part of all this, but each person needs to put 
the completed version of the list on their own. The second part of the assignment, ''the 
Paper" is essentially an autobiography that accounts for your experience as student and 
reader, with as much specific detail as you can pack in. People have approached both 
parts of this project in a myriad of different ways, and part of the challenge of this project 
is to create for yourself an approach that works for you. I can guarantee that y:ou'll find 
one, and will have overall a pretty interesting time working all this out. 
Because this project is huge, it will constitute 50% of the grade for this course. 
The other 50% will be a performance evaluation-attendance7 participation in discussion, 
thoroughness and preparedness of reading, etc., admittedly a judgement call on my part, 
but there it is. I'll be fair, if you be fair. 
